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Christmas Witchery 


We at Kimport get delightfully 
muddled betimes due to the heady 
mixture of stimulating search for 
dolls, the imports and other artis- 
tic achievements, plus that neces- 
sary dash of business venture. Life 
is never dull. 

It would be 
great fun to here 
parade in_ doll 
form the many 3 
real and legend- ~® : 
ary folk—Christ- NZ 
ian and pagan— (fSaw) } 
that have tied in\\WS 
with our Christ- \¥ 

be of today. Be- 
Oo: the birth of 
| Christ, due to the 
season of long 
nights, Germanic 
and Scandinavian 
folk had a tradi- 
tion of great fires 
around which 
tales were told; 
meat, drink and 
gifts all helped 
to make these 
gatherings a 
tradition. The mistletoe dates back 
to Druid times, a sacred plant 
found in their “roofless temples.” 
To the Roman Saturnalia can be 
traced gift giving revels when in 
the homes candles were lit and 
laurel greenery bedecked the halls. 

This only suggests that in the 
rocession of fantastic dolls which 

: e’d like to present, there might be 
a Frost King, Arch-Druid; Father 


Star and Tante Aria, La-Befana, 
Jule-nissch, Baboushka, bevies of 
fairy folk from many lands, Saint 
Nick and Santa Claus! 

Of course, these shadow charac- 
ters are not a backdrop even to 
the radiant Christian faith that 
centers ’round 
The Babe of 
Bethlehem. His 
story is the 99 
percent Christ- 
mas background, 
props and action. 
_ But for a wisp 
of Christmas 
witchery, here 
are two funny 
dolls from Swe- 
den, and if they 
are descended 
from Werewolves 
of ancient days, a 
lot of jolly blood 
has got mixed in! 
We named them 
“Nilsebub and 
Hildagoof;” have 
carried them 
around from 
room to room 
for sheer’ exhilaration. Artist 
created, they have gay, cunning 
faces ‘with bright eyes, smiley 
mouths—noses are long and leather 
ears peek up amidst a mane of 
softest long-haired wool. Well, yes, 
they do have tails but still these 
gnomes from Midnight-Sun-Land 
are attractive—odd, and lovable. 
12” tall when standing, but they 
love to sit and perch. Nils, No. 
956N, and Hilda, 956H, $7.50 each. 
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“Brand new and clad in Christ- 
: mas red and green, with golden 
- orange jerkin, is Nora Welling’s 
long-limbed Pixie. The poochy, 
dimpled face of “Wee Willie” 
makes him a proper individual to 
bear’ the famous trade name of his 
maker. All in felt, and good 12” 
from the top of his high, high hat 
to the soles of his long green toes. 
English, of course, but bendable. 
He’d be wonderful on the Christ- 
mas tree. No. 269B, $4.75. 


And should you be wishin’ to 
honor the Irish, what better than 
a real leprechaun with his impish 
bright eyes, Hibernian long lip 


and short nose? A shoemaker by 
trade, but he is the sprite of old 
Ireland by tradition. He “perches,” 
too. This one is not an import 


but an American made “portrait” 


—shure, we were given the im- 
pression that one posed in green 
twilight, for the auburn haired 
lassie who makes him! Stockinet 
modeled, wool and leather dressed 
—sits 4” tall, No. 286X, $4.50. 


Pinocchio’s only claim to Christ- 
mas witchery would be his holly- 
red suit and cap. What a naughty, 
gnomish lad of legend is he—but 
I guess, the hero of one of the best 
loved of children’s classics. Made 
in Italy from whence his story 
came, too—2%” tall, all wood, with 
a splinter shaped ndése, No. 763, 35c. 
(But remember, add postage to any 
complete order under $1.00.) 


To close our fanciful folk acts 
for this time, may we suggest 
Zella Layton’s deep south good 
luck witch? Her trailing gown is 
tawny beige banana leaves, shred- 
ded; tall hat, flowing hair of pal- 
metto; the head prettily painted is 
a waxed English walnut; her broom 
is the needles of some long leaf 
pine. There’s a loop on the back 
so she can hang directly on yo’ 
cabin door, to bresh the hants 
away! About 15”—No. 190S, $1.50. 


WE LIKE— 


Here is what might be called a 
concrete example, but sweetly sugar 
coated, of how we keep a’going. 
Helen L. Plants writes from West 
Virginia: “Obviously one does not 
exist without ‘Doll Talk,’ so please 
renew my subscription. Also one 
does not write Kimport van) 


7 


ordering a doll, so please send a 
‘Nana Plumosa.’” 


: 


gh to 
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AND C 
Deep in our hearts at Christmas, 


throbs a special inborn love of all 
our fellowmen. “Peace on EARTH 


and to ALL, goodwill,” was the. 


vision seen by Jesus. How this 
most noble dream has come down 
through a hundred generations is 
hope, yes, proof, that man will ever 
‘follow the gleam” and that this 


Christ philosophy will glow 
throughout the year—throughout 
all years. 

For our Kimport Christmas 


choice this year, twe bring you 
Berta Hummel’s perfect “Madonna 
of the Flower,” in creamy toned 
porcelain. Mary’s girlish face is 
bent towards the blossom in her 
hands, a flowerlet so small that it 
had been beneath a rock when all 
others “drew themselves up 


@: 
is legend of the birdie (here 


‘proider Mary’s cloak.’” 


HRISTMAS REV 


ERENCE 


perched on the book in her -lap) 
that found and brought the tiny 
blossom to the Babe is told on the 
pedigree page. 

There are flowers, and_ stars, 
repousee on her robe al] so grace- 
ful and flowing of line, but the 
sweet little boy is certainly center 
of interest. With his mother’s 
hand upon him, he stands in tod- 
dler pose, one finger pointing to 
the flower; his other hand is 
cupped beneath his mother’s cheek. 
You who know and love the Hum- 
mel! figurines need no “sales talk” 
to know this 9-inch German porce- 
lain is a love! By word of expla- 
nation, the signature imprinted is 
M. I. Hummel, which stamds for 
Mary Innocentia, the name _ she 
took as a novitiate nun. Each 
figure comes well boxed. 

No. 609—Hummel Madonna, $12.00 


ATTENTION, WHITTLERS 


There was a notation on my desk 


to call your attention to the Fall - 


issue of McCall’s Needlecraft Mag- 
azine ($1.00 at News Stands), when 
Edna Gross’s letter came in with 
a “quote” on the subject. You'll 
see that the crimson cover is given 
over to a peg wooden doll, highly 
effective, say we, of tiny black- 
and-white Doll Talk, Miss Gross 
writes; “Of course you have seen 
the latest McCall’s Needlecraft 
which features the adorable wood- 
en dolls from Imogene Anderson’s 
collection. I do think it was most 
kind of her to share her dolls this 
way and to permit patterns to be 
made of them. So far, I’ve cut 
three fingers and knicked several 
others just trying to carve one doll. 
If my fingers hold out, I hope to 
copy one or more from her excellent 
‘instructions given in the article.” 


LIKE MOTHER—LIKE SON 

Mrs. R. M. Kromm handles the 
correspondence, but we well know 
that a choice percentage of her 
orders are for the collection of son 
Rickie. And here I must digress 
to slip in a word as to why I per- 
sonally so well remember this lad; 
he came into our San Francisco 
Kimport show as a promised re- 
ward, straight from the dentist 
who had just pulled eight of Rick- 
ie’s baby teeth. Rickie was no 
baby, even if his teeth had been, 
but brave as an Indian, and smilin’ 
like good Irish! So here is a cur- 
rent quote from his mother: 


“We're so thrilled to tell you 
about a Hobby Show held by the 
employees of my office. An elev- 
enth hhour thought came to me— 
Why not enter a group of Rickie’s 
dolls? We worked out an idea of 
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using his Stamp Map of the Worl 
as a background, then placing the 
dolls in appropriate locations on 
a desk placed in front of the map, 
tying the two together by running 
ribbon between the map and the 
dolls. A card bore the inscription 
“Dolls Around the World” and it 
must have struck the fancy of the 
judge for he awarded us First 
Prize in the division of collections. 
Needless to. say, both Rickie and I 
are as pleased as punch to have the 
perfectly beautiful blue ribbon to 
display with his dolls.” 


—"THE BEST IS YET TO BE” 
Sometimes it is difficult to keep 
from being partial to elderly peo- 
ple. Those with whom we have — 
doll dealings have always seemed — 
to grow more tolerant and cultured _ 
and so generally gracious, ‘o®. 


young folks—in their forties fo | 
instance—may still seem a bit raw — 


and unseasoned. There have been so 


; 
many gentlewomen of around three ~ 
score and ten that have proudly 
mentioned their age to us. | 

One letter on my desk this morn- 
ing was from Mrs. James A. (Sal- 
lie) Scott of Tennessee, who has 
made numerous contacts, both so- 
cial and charitable, based on her 
splendid doll collection. She tied 
into our Missouri by telling of a 
granddaughter who graduated from 
Stephens College, then married a 
young man from Jefferson City. 
For the doll part we quote: 

“Doll Talk fascinates me so. I’ve 
kept them all. My collecting has 
meant everything to me. I can 
‘lose myself’ with spending even a 
few minutes in my doll room, and 
feel like a new person by so doing! 
Let’s hope for continued Worl 
Peace” and that is truly a hea 
hunger, deep in all of us. 


: 
, 


Brittany 


Certainly there are extras galore 
that were planned to arrive for 
Christmas tempters; they are dis- 
persed front page, back page and 
scattered in amongst those center 
lay-out specials. But a _ goodly 
number are here, too, because this 
is such a pet department of ye 
editor that we take it for granted 
that you watch it also. 

Beloved French dolls get top 
billing. They come in response to 
much asking, both on your part 
and ours. So many samples have 

me from France that were just 

oo expensive, but, voila, these 
folk are beautifully 
dressed and properly priced. 
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bons, satin apron and great, felt 
skirt all braided and laid with 
fine gathers. Maurice’s black suit 
is wool felt and velvet with gold 
buttons and pretty, crewel stitch 
patterning in lemon yellow. Even 
on the smaller size, this little coat 
facing, top half of waistcoat and 
bottom half of sleeves are velvet. 
So is the ribbon on his becoming 
Breton sailor hat. 


No. 516, 7” Maurice .................$5.95 
No. 516A, 7 Lilli --..2020202. $6.50 
No. 515, 5%” Maurice ................ $3.50 
No. 515A, 5%” Lilli .................. $3.75 


Of French origin also is the 
basic doll “Nanon” who comes to 
Kimport from Martinique where 
she has been dressed by French 


Territorials in the fashion of their 
West Indian Island. This means 
that her crisp cotton print skirt is 


. Lillis classic costume is the 
| lizabethian ruff, winged head 
: dress of starched lace with rib- 


tucked up in front to show lace 
flounces on a tarleton petticoat, 
and that she wears a most dis- 
tinctive turban, tight ’round the 
head but with a padded loop to 
stand up high, flanked by big 
pointed ends. Turban and neck 
scarf, on our lot now in, is a 
yellow gold tint, light weight bro- 
cade. Jointed doll looks like a 
plaster composition, brown enam- 
eled, but swivel head is different, 
maybe bisque; glass eyes, nice wig. 
12” tall. 
No. 511D Brown girl from 
Martinique 


FOR ONE DOLLAR 


No doubt a lot of you would lo- 
cate a good $1.00 item no matter 
how carefully we hid it in the 
midst of other copy. There should 
be a dainty drawing, but only in 
words this time, may we present 
“Melinda,” a paper doll ballerina. 
Really drawn by one Suzanne Mor- 
row, this ethereal little lady shows 
the artistic influence of both De- 
gas and Fragonard. “Melinda” is 
cover girl on her own 8%x5% inch 
booklet which contains eight bouf- 
fant costumes, with complementing 
hats. Not only all smartly 
sketched, but listen—all are hand 
tinted in a dozen water color tints. 
There is even a pink tinted flounce 
all around on the cover, and yes, 
’vround the special gift-wrap en- 
velope in which this ribbon tied 
book is inclosed. High class, very 
pretty and certainly right priced to 
give or to keep. No. 199LX, $1.00. 

Another pleasing, “gift-looking” 
suggestion would be one of our 
fascinating array of jewel bead 
dolls. They are daintily construct- 
‘ed to stand alone, dozens of dif- 
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ferent ones of crystal, pearl, jet o 
of almost any hue you'd prefer, 

From 2” to 4” tall, No. 199HN @ 
$1.00. 


Not really dolls, but irresistible, 
were white, orangewood carvings 
from Ecuador. One, or a pair of 
these artistic figurines would make 
an unusual gift treasure for any 
discriminating friend. Heights vary 
from 6” to 8’. Men are predom- 
inantly musicians, playing what 
looks like a mouth sized pipe or- 
gan and the women all carry 
some carved object, too. Both wear 
big, bowl-shaped hats and grace- 
fully flowing garments, and all 
stand barefooted on bases of the 
same natural blonde wood. Their 
price is indeed low for such clever 
craftsmanship things. 


No. 360—Man 


Pretty as any French doll are 
those delightfully dressed young 
folk from Norway. We had a new 
drawing made of three, from left 
to right, Heddal district girl who 
wears a cherry red _ overblouse 
banded with a bit of hand loomed 
wool in mustard color, the Setisdal 
lad with such beautiful britches 
that no wonder they are reinforced 
to last through all the boys of 
a family, and a little beauty from 
Valdres where bodice and apron 
and cap are most richly embroi- 
dered in matching fine patterns. 
Shoes, skirts, aprons and Sigurd’s 
green topped trousers are of black, 
some broadcloth, some flannel. All 
stockings are red and waists white, 
but the lavish embroidery, multi- 
colored, so daintily done is what 


makes these dolls so soft ha 


Felt faces, but shaped, soft ha 
wigs, 74%” size. You will love them. 


| 


| 


| 
: 


u 
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No. 965H—Heddal girl ............... $7.50 
NO. 965—Boy  .......2......2.---2ccececceeeeee 7.50 
No. 965V—Valdres ....................--- 74.50 


Too late to arrive for sketching, 
but here in time for printing their 
advent, are four wonderful dolls 
that we selected from a box of 
samples which came from South 
Korea early last spring. They are 
well worth the waiting, 11’ tall, all 
dressed in the brilliantly colored, 
thin jacquard silk that is as typi- 
cal of this ancient land as are the 
fashions of their garments and the 
Asiatic features of their well mod- 
eled and painted heads. 


Bride and Groom are such a de- 
lightfully happy looking pair, she 
in rainbow hues of crimson, dark 
blue, gambage, green and cerise, 
and yes, a dash of white and gold, 
all color tones repeated in the tiny, 
flower-topped crown atop her bri- 
dal dressed black hair. He wears 
a robe of indigo, but under this are 
light tint knickers and above his 


big black shoes are scarlet bands. 


His winged bridegroom’s hat is 
something for a milliner to copy! 


They do belong together, 

No. 551—11%” Groom ..............$12.5@ 

No. 5514A—Korean Bride 
There had to be the gentleman 


with cane-length pipe and famous: - 


fly-trap hat. He has some wrinkles 
and a sparse, grey pointed beard; 


long coat, long pantaloons, -white ~ 


shoes and “bonnet strings” to hold 
that high-crowned hat in place. 
No. 551C—Korean Gentleman $12.50 


Fourth that we chose was the 
sweetest faced young mother with 
a smiling, hooded baby tucked se- 
curely on her back; looks like @ 
silken carrying quilt tied around 
her with a sash. Rose pink, deep 
blue, crimson, maroon and that 
clear yellow add to enhance her 
charms. You'll love the detail on 
these dolls—all mounted on silk 
covered bases by the way, so that 
no stands are needed. 


No. 551B—10%” Mother ........$12.58 


A REHABILITATED. ROK 

‘Recently I worked on a Korean 
doll that had been sent to a woman -- 
friend by her son. The body was - 
in bits! Her son wrote that the - 
doll had been found hanging’on-a@ - 
tree and had been used as a mark- 
er, whether to mark a trail or 
what she didn’t know. There was 
an inscription cut in the’ doll’s 
forehead, but we had no way of 
finding out what it said. The body 
was in so many pieces that I 
thought I’d scrap them—but: then 
decided that I would put them 
back together, although it was 
just like working on a puzzle with 
the largest whole piece less than 
two inches in size! ‘The mother 
was so pleased and I think her 
son may be, too, for apparently the 
doll had some special meaning for ~ 
him.” | —Mrs. Margaret Siegfried. 
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CNGOAM 
It has been exactly thirteen years since this lay-out was 


used in a Christmas Doll Talk. Some few dolls then shown can 
be offered yet, or again. 


BARGAIN TABLE A Boe Ne. 
Matreshka, 314" Spr eo | 
Minnie Etsu, 134” 

Pair Dressed Fleas, 14” 

Mammy Tea Bell, 4” 

Balata Sap Sally, 3” 

Jewel Bead Hand-made—lovely, 314" 

“Well Made Mexican Senorita, 8” 

*""Yippee”’ or “Yippette,’"” wood and leather, 444” 

“Berta’’ from Black Forest, 4” 

“Gretel, "Spreewalden,” 4” 


BARGAIN TABLE C Ae a SENG gS | 


Mail your four 
selections, with 
$5.00 


Princess Sioux, popcorn, 314” 
Italian wood. Pinocchio, 244" to Kimport | 
Sturdy Jap Acrobat, 514” 

Tinfoil Ballet Dancer, 514" 

Jointed Wood Ballerina, 14” 

Pair Cloth Ecuador Miniatures, 3” 

Wooden Argentine Gaucho, 3” 


*Girl or Boy may he specified, and better yet—if you are getting we 
Second $5.00 group, order one of each for a carefully matched pair. 


a“ 
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5. ae oeegeocrerer 
4? Here’s Our 1953 $5.00 Special. 


We're proud of these Selection Boxes, and the savings they 
guarantee. So, follow the rules; you'll really be pleased with four 
selections that total only $5.00. 


It’s smart 
to suggest 
second choices 


BARGAIN TABLE B Rule No. 2 


*Portuguese Yarn 7” 

*Wooden Dutch 5” 

Bali Rice Mother, 1214" 

*Cuban Rhumba Dancer, 414" 

Elaborate Chinese Theatrical, 514” 

Cloth Woman of Jamaica, 8" 

Guatemalan Woman, 11” 

Drummer Boy from Denmark, 514" 
Bisque Kewpie, 6144” 

Layton’s "Nina Plumosa.” Darling! 314" 


Rule No. 4 
BARGAIN TABLE D eae 


1m : i" another group 
Hawaiian in holoku, 7 lh and ANOTHE 


Mexican Grandmother, 1214" @ only $5 each} 
Pair: Skookum Twins, 6” 


Mt 


Tom Sawyer, 4’. Excellent! 
Huck Finn, 4”. Excellent! , 
Cloth Mother Goose Child, 8” 
6 — 50c Stands — long wire 


® This offer is good only until January 1, 1954 
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ONE WONDERFUL CRECHE 

“Mount Oread” hath a classical 
cadence, while “Kansas” rasps as 
brashly as the clank of an oil drill- 
ing rig, yet we of the mid-west 
know that these twain have met on 
the rolling green campus of K. U. 
Yea, “Rock-chalk, Jay-Hawk, K. 
U-O-0-0-0.” 


Atop the Mount is a series of col- 
leges, their architecture varying 
from Mid-Victorian to Modern, but 
that’s the way a school develops 


through the long years. One 
staunch, stone building, with 
square, red arched portico, high 


columned windows and great step- 
flanked gable is the “Art Muse- 
um,” cut in red stone. Its being 
is attributed to one Wm. Spooner, 
Boston, Mass., merchant philan- 
thropist who lived from 1806 to '80. 


Inside it is restrained, well-light- 
ed, lovely. There’s a fine vista and 
small gallery rooms where just a 
few choice treasures are exhibited, 
and you forget the ugly exterior 
in satisfied appreciation. Of course 
this never would make “Doll Talk” 
were it not that one rich showing is 
of dolls. These, a permanent group, 
are about 50 exquisite old church 
dolls set mainly into one special 
cabinet. In an ancient looking but 
rather “stylized” background struce 
ture is the creche assembled. Built 
of terra cotta wood and gesso is 
this stable structure, like a cave 
with arches, winding stairs, and 
some small, cell-like niches where 
adoring, curious villagers are 
placed. There are also angels, 
shepherds, Kings and camels, farm 
animals and poultry all in old Ital- 
ian terra cotta modeling. 


Beautifully placed in a soft light- 


ing, is the Holy Family—perfect— 
but so are all the other little folk 


who’ve come in wonder to 7 @ 
shrine. One must walk around 
the case, as it is glass on all four 
sides, to see, as if in alleys and 
byways, from upper apartments 
and cellars, the gathering stream 
of Bethlehem men and women who 
seem to be wending toward the 
Christ Child. 

This, and another smaller, but 
richly attired group comprise the 
Thayer collection, gathered through 
years of travel and by special pur- 
chases by the late Mrs. W. B. 
Thayer of Kansas City, Mo. 

Mrs. J. E. Hires writes of seeing 
appreciated, in the National Muse- 
um in Munich (Germany), some 
28 separate creches, many very 
elaborate, and all set in deep sha- 
dow boxes, which were permanent- 
ly recessed into the walls. These 
varied in size and depth, accord- _ 
ing to the displays to be arrang 
in them. 


AVAILABLE 

At this season it seems particu- 
larly fitting to list for you the 
creche dolls that we have for sale. 
Not many of them ever come our 
way, although we always feel that © 
a goodly share of antique dolls, 
changing hands, are submitted to 
Kimport. 

On every one of the fine old 
church dolls listed below, ‘we have 
reduced the cost. They are as 
fairly priced as they are rare. 

First, is an 18th century one that 
we call “The Apostle,” with wind- 
blown hair, gray like his beard; 
inset eyes definitely downcast; 
hands in excellent original condi- 
tion; feet also good with no breaks 
or cracks over the toe modeling. 
This is a large figure, 14 i | 


tall, on a base that brings it u 
another inch or so higher. All such 


‘some of the fingers, 


_ are 11 inches tall; 
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dolls were re-dressed from time to 
time, but the brocades, silks and 
especially the hand-run, very fine 


lace on this one all look old indeed, 


as well as rich in color—wine-red, 
blue, and a sort of chartreuse yel- 
low. No. A439, $60.00. 


There is a woman of that same 
size, also dating around 1750-1800. 
We call her “Woman of Sorrows” 
because there is such a sad but 
still a sweetly sympathetic look on 
her handsome downcast head. Her 
eyes are open such a little bit, just 
barely showing the inset glass 
part; she also has gray hair and 
perfect hands; old, old costume 
with metallic braids and more of 
that fine type lace. On a base, 
so no stand is needed. No. A440, 
price, $50.00. 


In the Freuhling collection, which 
we bought several years ago in 
Florida, were two especially inter- 
esting French dolls which were 
listed as “dancing French figures.” 
What they really are is a pair of 
angels and very spiritual, appeal- 
ing little figures they are. We sent 
them away for a bit of repair on 
so now I 
would say they are in excellent 
condition. All the toes, the ears, 
the outstanding eyelids and all, 
were perfect when we _ secured 
them. These are rare. indeed, 
carved wooden dolls in exception- 
ally graceful pose, with inset eyes 
that even have a hint of lashes, 
something one seldom sees on an 
old creche doll. Their age would 
be something like two hundred 
years or slightly less. It does seem 
a shame to separate them. They 
No. A299 at 
$120.00 the pair. Would separate 
and sell one at $65.00, but they are 
more than twice as lovely together. 


The next is a large, imposing, 
and yes, homely, one that some 
discriminating collector would love. 
He is quite wonderful though, a 
20 inch wooden Saint Joseph of very 
early date, definitely 18th century. 
The body is made like the peg . 
jointed woodens with moveable 
knees, hips, elbows and shoulders. 
The head has bushy brows and @ 
prominent though short pbeard; 
hands are extra large, but some- 
way they go with this grim, stern 
visaged old doll. The shoes are 
wonderful—look like Colonial moc- 
casins in leather and what may be 
origina! old silk pants are on the 
wooden legs under his hand-woven 
linen skirts. The dress is faded 
purple satine; there is an orna- 
ment like a little old fashioned 
flat pincushion around his neck, 
this made of silk and whipped to- 
gether at the edges. He could be 
cleaned, touched up a bit and given 
a handsome robe, or is museum 
class, as is. No. A690, $58.00. 

Three inexpensive ones, all good 
and very old are (1) “Barefoot 
Pilgrim,” 10% inch size terra cotta 
man with fine, unbroken hands, 
strange beard and hair style; real- 
ly Jewish looking; inset eyes; came 
from Spain. No. A438, $35.00. 

(2) Nine inch glazed terra cotta 
Italian woman, a ruddy, robust one 
with inset eyes and double chin. 
Orchid, green and melon red are 
the predominant costume colors, 
and again, perfect hands. No. A688, 
$24.00. 


(3) Only 6% inches tall, unusual 
size for a crib figure, is a fasci- 
nating gentleman, but he has had 
some fingers broken. Head and 
costume perfect—I should say all 
three were 18th century or early 
19th. This man, No. A459, $22.50. 
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Now back for some most valua- 
ble ones, a 16th century ivory child, 
and a group of three really early 
English wax. These yellow wax 
ones, dating around 1700, are an 
11 inch mother with a wax child 
held in her left arm and a scepter 
in her right hand. The other doll 
is an older woman with white 
hair. Heads, arms, and knee length 
legs are of perhaps white bees- 
max; some kind at least that has 
stood up for two and a half cen- 
turies. There are no upper legs 
by the way, just barefoot legs at- 
tached to a structural stake. All 
three are dressed in madonna blue 
silk with an ancient corded weave, 
trimmed with val lace and small, 
gold bullion braid. Both women 
wear high, lovely crowns of finest 
filigree, built up in four looped sec- 
tions of.thread size silver wire. 
Lace coifs and full length veils are 
grayed with the dust of years, al- 
though these dolls came in an old 
oak case. Mother and child would 
be No. A461, $100.00, and the regal 
old lady, No. AM461, $85.00. Or, 
the set—they’re impressive togeth- 
er, No. AA461, $155.00. Our orig- 
inal pricing on these fabulous dolls 
was $225.00. 


The ivory, a 16th century “Infant 
of Prague,” was from a church in 
northern Portugal. It is truly 
beautiful, and in excellent condi- 
tion, although, of course, the patina 
of age is a golden yellow. Truly a 
doll, as the arms are jointed so 
the right hand, with two fingers 
raised, may be lifted up as in bless- 
ing. In the left, there should be 
something, perhaps originally an 
orb or globe. His finely carved 
hair has been gilded, and there is 
the indenture where a halo or 


crown could have been. Trinkets 
of gold or jewels rarely lasted as 
long as the figures which they 
adorned. 5% inches high, on a base, 
this complete little masterpiece is 
No. A865, special, $87.50. 


POINTS FROM A PAPER 

Thanks to Mrs. Mattie B. Moes- 
ser as publicity chairman for Doll 
Collectors Guild, we can pass along 
some high lights from a _ recent 
program feature, “Dolls in Educa- 
tion.” The material had been as- 
sembled by Miss Marion DuBois, 
based on her experience in high 
school teaching. 

Miss DuBois stated that Art 
classes did considerable sketching 
and painting from various items 
set up for the purpose, but, often 
asked for dolls, knowing that she 
was a collector. Students have 
also brought possessions from their 
own hobbies, but have come to 
prefer dolls as models, in some 


instances, even becoming collec- 
tors. 
The photographic department 


also uses dolls for their subjects, 
for still-life, book covers, posters 
and costume designing. Students 
have used international dolls for 
models, then re-created into mod- 
ern. dressed figures, using many 
lines of the original, but made 
into an original by use of their 
own imagination, and _ creative 
powers. 

One Christmas, the class asked 
for dolls to costume, according to 
their own interpretation and re- 
search. This project brought forth 
antique dolls in ball room attire 
of 1852, as well as several modern 
dolls in fancy dress for home cele- 
brations, circa 1953. 
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A magazine in miniature, 
published for doll enthusi- 


asts. Issued about every 
eight weeks. 

Subscription is $1.00 for 
two years. 

Address: . 


KIMPORT DOLLS 
Independence, Mo. 
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Q. What would an antique For- 
tune-telling doll be? 


A. There might be several an- 
swers. Definitely there were me- 
chanicals, gypsies, or astronomer 
types who performed with cards or 
erystal ball. And for this A, I 
dug up this quote from an old let- 
ter from Mrs. W. A. Waples: “You 
probably know that some of these 
china dolls on wooden bodies were 
called ‘fortune-telling’ dolls, be- 
cause one china hand was curled 
to hold a roll of paper. They are 
seldom found. I once had one list- 
ed to me, a 6” doll made to repre- 
sent Queen Victoria, with hair in 
braids looped over the ears and 
into a braided bun in back; in 
pink lustre and pegged onto wood. 

Q. I was born in 1900 and won- 
der if there is any value to the 
dolls I had as a child? 

A. ’Could well be. The era of 
your play doll years would cover 
thousands of models in dolls, and 
yes, many dolls brought out even 
later than your childhood have 
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definite collector value. I should 
say each one would have to be 
appraised on its own merits. 


Q. Why should such a crudely 
made doll as Nela of Nicaragua 
cost $7.50? 


A. First, as a defensive retort, 
may I quiz back—“How could one 
expect such perfect craftsmanship 
as in those recently received or- 
angewood carvings from Ecuador 
—for only $4.50?” Of course, some 
things are much better values 
than others. We cannot alter that 
fact, but the vast variety, the 
crude and the carefully done, when 
assembled into one_ collection, 
makes for amazing interest. 
Frankly, we were thrilled to finally 
secure a peon from the turbulent, 
poverty stricken little Central 
American republic of Nicaragua. 
Even with careful shopping, we 
have to pay what the native doll 
maker charges, add U. S. customs 
and then put the answer on the 
price tag. 


Q. The tiny walnut dolls are 
wonderful. How do they do it? 


A. Well, not quite like the ma- 
gician sometimes performs with 
mirrors. Recently, we heard, 
though, that there was a little 
group of prisoners who spent many 
otherwise useless hours in plying 
their trade of miniature making. 
We do not buy from a prison; that 
was just a hear-say, but the fin- 
gers that can contrive such small 
perfections might easily pick a 
pocket or a lock. ‘The informant 
added that the four sequences in 
each nut represented scenes from 
some opera. The dolls-in-a-nut 
are No. 390P, $1.50. 
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PLUS THE RED CARPET 

Mrs. Carl Getz used her Cratchit 
family and Scrooge in a dining 
room scene encased in a large box 
displayed on a table. She made 
old-fashioned doors that opened 
into this room and put a small 
electric bulb inside to light it. In 
the center was a table with Mrs. 
Cratchit standing by with her plum 
pudding. Tiny Tim, his father and 
Scrooge stood on the steps listen- 
ing to the beautiful group of carol- 
ing dolls who were in snowy cotton 
with trees in the background. She 
had open house, and about 175 
guests saw the display. 


CALIFORNIA BEAUTY SPOTS 


Sometimes we pass along ex- 
cerpts from youall because there 
are usable hints in them, and 
sometimes just for joy. In a late 
summer letter from Milbria Laucai 
there’s a swaggerin’ bit of both. 


“When I entertained our Garden 
Club, I made the centerpiece with 
my tiny dolls; took some plywood, 
built up with clay and made a little 
pool banked up by some of John- 
ny’s pretty rocks. We even dug 
up part of the lawn so I’d have 
grass. Then at the last minute I 
stuck fresh flowers into the clay. 
Around a Spanish girl doll playing 
a guitar, I grouped the others and 
it really was like a beautiful little 
fairyland! Oh, heck, while I’m 
bragging, might as well tell you 
that at the country fiesta, I won 
first on my begonias and asters, 
third on a tablecloth John’s mother 
made me and fourth on a quilt!” 

Why, “California Beauty Spot?” 
Well, every story has to have a 
title and if you saw Milbria, you’d 
recognize her as one that is a 
picture. 


CORRESPONDENCE 
CLIPPINGS 


“My ‘resister’ usually is in good 
working order, but upon seeing 
the Eight Immortals and Lao-Tze, 
it bent in the middle, and melted 
right into the ground.” 


—Mrs. Dorothy Y. Ripper, Fla. 


“Please add a McKinley to my 
next list as he was related to my 
husband.” —Goldie Nelson, Penna. 


“Also. do not forget to let me 
know about some of those ‘as is’ 
bargains betimes. It is fun and a 
challenge to doctor up some little 
urchin who has a pain in her saw- 
dust!” —Ellen Peterson, Mass. 


“The Chinese Bell is fine and I 
am, sure will look well with my 
Chinese dolls. When I display 
dolls from a certain country I try 
to have some objects to place with 
them that are also from that coun- 
try.” —Louise Jefferson, Minn. 


“Our teen-age daughter is leav- 
ing for a four-year hitch in the 
WAVES. We are hoping that our 
hobby of doll collecting and our 
association with United Federation 
will enable her to meet kindred 
folk in whatever strange cities she 
may be.” 

—Mrs. E. Price Cheyney, Penna. 


“T have a little 10-inch blonde 
doll named ‘Agnes.’ She felt bad 
to be left out of the name dolls.” 

— Mrs. Ted Eggert, Mich. 


“You may send along the 6% 
inch Grenfell Mission doll. Children 
are already bringing foreign dolls 
to school to tell about in our ‘Show 
and Tell’ period.” 

—Mrs. Louise Conant, Calif. 


“My friend and I entered an ex- 
hibit which we called ‘A House of 


Many Lands,’ at the fall festival. 
She used her foreign China and I, 
my foreign Dolls, grouped with a 
beautiful picture of Christ over the 
name in the background. There 
were thirty-nine windows, but we 
won a blue ribbon and $10.00.” 
—Lucretia Yohe, Kansas. 


‘T am happy to have you make 
price re-arrangments at any time 
as I am confident you are making 
the wisest choices for me. That is 
why I chose ‘Kimport’ as my Per- 
sonal Shopper!” 

—Marjorie Fitzgerald, Illinois. 


“T sold my lovely doll collection 
and put the money into mining 
‘Tron.’ Now. it is about to pay off 
so I fee] justified to start collect- 
e. again!” 

—Inez Butler, Nevada. 


“Can it be you have mever had 
the name-on-china ‘Agnes?’ If 
there were only twelve, she’s the 
twelfth!” 

—Mrs. Wm. Ahlstrom, Ohio. 


“T was so glad to see your Chi- 
nese paper dolls. <A friend has 
some, bought years ago in Phila- 
delphia, but wherever I inquired 
no one seemed to know anything 
about them.” 

—Mrs. Floyd L. Cramer, N. J. 


“Did I ever tell you how I feel 
I can afford a doll collection? I 
don’t smoke or drink as so many 
of my friends do, so instead I tell 
them I use my ‘cigarette and cock- 
tail money’ for dolls, and I do have 

cabinet of nice dolls to show for 

money!” 
—Lila G. Cooper, New York. 
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“T am really thrilled over the 
Oriental silk paper dolls. I have a 
friend who framed a similar set in 
a long black frame using a black 
mat edged in gold. I wanted them 
so bad I could hardly stand it, but 
thought it useless since she bought 
them while living in China some 
years before World War II.” 

—Alice Hendrickson, N. Carolina. 


“As chairman of our Heirlooms 
Group of the Siskiyou County His- 
torical Society, I set up an exhibit 
of old and foreign dolls in Schu- 
ler’s Department Store for Nation- 
al Doll Week. Then for our Sep- 
tember Heirlooms meeting we had 
‘Old and Unusual Dolls’ as our 
topic, with about 140 dolls of all 
types on exhibit for two days at 
Schuler’s Studio.” 

—Thelma Ozunas, Calif. 


“Please send me a small black 
pigmy with the next president. A 
priest was visting my home and 
liked mine so well that I gave it to 
him.” —Dorothy Stauduhar, Il. 


“I just can’t resist those Kew- 
pies! I always pretend when I 
buy another doll that it’s to be a 
gift, but usually—you know what 
happens!” 

—Mrs. Orville Carter, Ark. 


‘T’ll be ordering more stands, 
later. Seems to me they would 
make the best possible Christmas 
gifts for doll collectors.” 

—Louise Thomas, Pa. 


“The Barbary Coast Gentleman 
is a perfect match for the vivid 
little bride which we’d had. When 
we get his frock fail coat made, 
we can call in the minister!” 

—Betty Brink, Indiana. 


HEAR - HEAR! 


Back Page, 
But Very, Very “Front Stairs,” 
We Belatedly Bring you 


Aer Royal Highness 
Elizabeth the Secoud 
Sgt Fee Xs 


How those certain accredited seam- 
stresses of Liberty’s of London did refuse 
to be rushed or resort to shortcuts! “Tut, 
‘tut! Why should Americans scramble 
to flaunt Her Serene Majesty in Shop 
Windows, even before the June festivities? 
Be patient; be dignified; don't push. Liber- 
ty will purvey the Coronation dolls 
through all of Coronation year.” Whew! 
Jolly well planned, say we, but why, in 
the name of Guy Fawkes, didn’t they 
prepare last year and deliver to us eager 
sons of Liberty all through the early 
months of 1953?? | 

And now that our blown-off steam has cleared away, here 
stands the sweet, authentic doll, 9 inches tall, 10 inches to the 
top of her jeweled crown, in heavy satin gown with purple velvet 
robe and long, caped train. All velvet garments are gold 
trimmed and “ermine” edged (white felt, with black stitch ‘'tails’’). 
A heavy necklace, brave with bead and sequin gems, repeats 
the tones of many jewels on her crown. 

Made of the finest weave flesh cloth, features are shaped and 
painted; lovely brown hair; arms wired to take assorted pos- 
tures. She's a Coronation year special. Official? My, my, 
YES! No. 258, $20.00. 


SEND ALL ORDERS TO: 


KIMPORT DOLLS, Independence, Mo. @ 


: ie 
vr 


